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George Floyd 
protests reach 
Ellensburg
Hundreds march against police 
brutality and systematic racism
Mitchell Roland
Senior Reporter
Chanting “black lives matter” and 
“no justice, no peace,” several hundred 
peaceful protestors marched through 
Ellensburg on Monday, June 1 against 
police brutality.
This was one of several protests that 
have taken place in Ellensburg over the 
past few days. On Saturday, May 30, a 
small protest took place outside of the 
Ellensburg courthouse. And on Tues-
day, June 2, a protest through campus 
was led by CWU faculty member Ma-
rissa Barrientos.
The largest protest so far took place 
on Monday, June 1, when roughly 500 
people met at Barge Hall before march-
ing to Ellensburg City Hall in memo-
ry of George Floyd, who was killed in 
Minnesota on May 25, and others who 
have been killed by police.
Floyd was killed by Minneapolis 
Police Officer Derek Chauvin while 
three other officers watched, after 
Floyd was falsely accused of writing 
a bad check. Chauvin has since been 
charged with third-degree murder 
and manslaughter, and was fired from 
the Minneapolis Police Department.
Monday’s protest was organized 
by two local highschool students, who 
wanted people to take action. Organizer 
Jenna Callan said it was important for 
people to say enough is enough.
“We thought that being sad and feel-
ing frustrated because of all the stuff that’s 
happening wasn’t enough. So, we decided 
to organize this protest as a way to kind 
of encourage others to think more about 
their everyday actions and maybe be-
come more active and more self-aware of 
their own biases and their own prejudices 
within their own lives,” Callan said.
Once at city hall, protestors gave 
speeches and read aloud the names of 
people who have died due to exces-
sive police force.
Bailey Tomlinson
News Editor
As the novel coronavirus pandemic 
has spread, Kittitas County has had to 
grow and change to combat the virus. 
Over the past six months, the county has 
put health orders in place, seen changes 
from CWU, changed the way businesses 
operate, faced protests from it’s people, 
applied for expedited reopening and be-
gan to lessen restrictions.  
Before the state health order was im-
plemented, the county health order re-
quiring people to stay at home went into 
place, signed by Kittitas County Public 
Health Department (KCPHD) Officer 
Dr. Mark Larson.
By the time spring break started, 
students, professors, and administra-
tors began to adapt to the apparent 
looming crisis. CWU has changed it’s 
operations, from the way classes are 
held to the way incoming students are 
welcomed. Fall will see more of these 
changes implemented.
The community has been financial-
ly impacted both by the pandemic and 
measures to combat it. Safety plans for 
businesses are required by the KCPHD, 
in an attempt to aid local businesses in 
remaining open while balancing risk of 
a local outbreak. In response to financial 
Where do we go from here? 
A COVID-19 review
hardship, The Kittitas County Business 
Coalition has held several protests fight-
ing to reopen the county. 
Kittitas County has had a relative-
ly low number of confirmed cases in 
Washington State, with 89 cumulative 
cases as of June 3 and no deaths.
Most recently, Kittitas County was 
one of several counties eligible to apply 
for a variance on its place in Gov. Jay In-
slee’s phased reopening plan. The county 
now looks to enter phase three.
Continued on Page 6-7
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Nicholas Tucker
Editor in Chief
This is it. The last issue of a very 
strange quarter. I was going to write 
something sappy, something reflect-
ing on how fast the quarter went by 
and all of the things we’ve learned 
along the way.
But then things got serious.
There’s not much else to talk 
about now except for the harrow-
ing death of George Floyd and the 
protests, riots, and police response 
that followed. It overshadowed the 
pandemic. Being fair, the pandemic 
and the Trump administration’s re-
sponse to it may have increased the 
feelings of being forgotten and left 
to die that many already had. Ameri-
ca was already a powder keg.
Breaking down the fourth wall a 
bit, I am riding a thin line between 
saying what I think and not destroy-
ing any unbiased credibility, which 
is all that journalists have. Howev-
er, the decision was already made by 
myself and the rest of The Observer 
staff that we firmly stand in solidar-
ity with the black community to ac-
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knowledge the pain felt by watching 
Floyd’s death and the frustration 
with the system that caused it. I see 
no reason to not attach my name 
specifically to that stance.
As we said in the initial statement, 
many conflate objectivity and neu-
trality when it comes to journalism. 
While we will always strive for the 
former, there is no neutral stance on 
this issue. As many have said before, 
complacency is compliance.
The job of a newspaper is to pro-
vide people with both objective in-
formation and the opportunity to 
hear the subjective experiences of 
others. Objectively, police brutality 
and systematic racism exist in this 
country and must be fought active-
ly and persistently. Subjectively, our 
black neighbors, friends, and family 
members are calling out in pain, and 
have been for decades.
The nuance of how to make 
change is up to the organizers, ac-
tivists, and officials within the po-
lice and legal system. Right now, as 
journalists are being shot by rubber 
bullets, beaten, and arrested, we feel 
the importance of our job more than 
ever. Not talking heads or politi-
cal pundits, but professionals with 
boots on the ground wielding cam-
eras and microphones to document 
what exactly is going on. 
What is clear is that many things 
have boiled over. As the public con-
versation turns to who exactly is 
causing the violence, I’m thinking 
a lot about where we’re going. Is 
this the fall of Rome? Who knows? 
I’m young, and my perspective is 
relatively narrow. I can tell you 
that the photos coming from Se-
attle, my hometown, and from the 
American capitol give a real feeling 
of cataclysm. Regardless of what it 
turns us into, my country is leaving 
an era behind.
The coronavirus and nation-
al turmoil are an apocalypse, but 
this means that we have a real 
chance to think about the kind 
of world we want to collectively 
build going forward after the big 
change is done. 
Because “apocalypse” doesn’t 
mean the end of the world. It’s a 
Greek word which means “the re-
vealing of knowledge.”
COVID-19 Overview
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March 7
First COVID-19 case in Kittitas County
 A 67-year-old woman tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. The results are 
“presumptive positive,” meaning they 
still needed to be sent to the Wash-
ington State Department of Health for 
total confirmation. Following this, the 
case was confirmed.
March 9
Theatre professor potentially exposed
 Department officials have indicated 
in emails to their students that next 
week’s finals will be moved online 
following a theatre professor’s possible 
exposure to the COVID-19. They have 
also indicated that classes will con-
tinue as normal for the final week of 
instruction.
March 18
KCPHD recommends shelter in place
 The Kittitas County Public Health 
Department (KCPHD) is recommend-
ed that if possible, people shelter in 
place, or voluntarily isolate in their 
homes, to avoid exposing others or 
being exposed to COVID-19. 
March 19
KCPHD health order signed
 KCPHD signed a health order that 
required CWU to take the follow-
ing preventative actions regarding 
COVID-19:
• The cancellation of all in-person 
classes and labs and the closure of 
all campus buildings.
• A requirement to issue a statement 
strongly encouraging students, 
both those who live on and off 
campus, to stay in place. 
• Dining services will switch to pro-
vide food to-go only.
• In-person, University-sponsored 
student and community events are 
canceled with no exceptions.
March 20
Classes moved online 
 A motion unanimously passed 
at a Board of Trustees meeting that 
allowed tech funds to be used to 
transition to a cloud based learning 
environment. This was proposed in 
response to classes going online due to 
COVID-19.
March 23
Community spread begins
 A fifth patient tested positive for 
COVID-19, and KCPHD stopped releas-
ing information on new confirmed cases 
due to community spread.
 Additionally, Kittitas County residents 
were ordered to remain in their homes by 
KCPHD Health Officer Dr. Mark Larson, 
by means of an official health order. 
 Soon after the order was made 
in Kittitas County, Gov. Jay Inslee 
announced a stay-at-home order for 
the state of Washington, calling it “Stay 
Home, Stay Safe.” Both orders were 
made in an effort to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.
March 25
Students directed to remain in place
 All students, on and off campus, 
are directed to remain where they 
currently are through the entirety of 
spring quarter. All spring classes will 
be held online, regardless if a student 
is residing on campus or not.
These restrictions will remain in place 
until the county and statewide orders 
have been lifted.
April 7
First Kittitas County resident dies
 A longtime and respected Kitti-
tas County resident has died from 
COVID-19 complications, accord-
ing to the KCPHD. This is the first 
COVID-19 related death associated 
with Kittitas County. The person 
tested positive on April 3 and died at 
the University of Washington Medical 
Center on April 5. 
 KCPHD launched a new data dash-
board, displaying the COVID-19 out-
break in Kittitas County. As of April 
8 there are 15 confirmed cases with a 
single death in the county. There have 
been 426 negative tests with 34 tests 
still pending. 
 With more than 8,600 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Washington, 
Gov. Jay Inslee’s stay-at-home order 
has been extended until at least May 5. 
The order bans all gatherings and re-
quires nonessential businesses to close.
April 24
CWU lights Barge Hall blue
 CWU has joined other institutions 
nationwide in participating in the 
Light It Blue tribute. Beginning on 
April 15 and going through April 30, 
Barge Hall will be lit up from 9 p.m. to 
11 p.m. with blue lights to honor es-
sential workers continuing to perform 
their duties through the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
April 24
KCPHD general updates recieved
 Several updates to changes relat-
ed to COVID-19 in the county were 
announced via a series of press releases 
by KCPHD. 
 Residents of Kittitas County can ac-
cess emergency services, such as calling 
911 and going to the emergency room, 
without worry that they may over-
whelm the county’s healthcare system. 
 KCPHD recommended residents of 
Kittitas County wear cloth face masks 
any time they can’t remain 6 feet apart. 
This includes situations like going to 
stores or open businesses. 
The recommendation applies only to 
cloth masks, not medical grade masks. 
At this time, it is a recommendation, 
not an enforced mandate.
 Efforts are being undertaken to help 
local businesses reopen soon. These 
efforts are largely outlining new guide-
lines for businesses to safely operate.
May 1
Business Coalition protests closures
 The Kittitas County Business Coa-
lition held their fourth protest against 
statewide health orders in front of the 
county courthouse on May 1. At the 
core of the protest was the concern 
that businesses, particularly small, 
local businesses, are being treated 
unfairly under the recent restrictions.
May 4
County applies for variance plan
 Kittitas County will be applying to 
immediately begin phase two of Gov. 
Jay Inslee’s phased reopening plan, 
county officials announced during a 
press conference. Called a variance, 
the application will allow the county 
to skip phase one of the recovery plan 
and enter immediately into phase two 
if it is approved by Inslee.
May 5
Washington state enters phase one
 Washington state enters phase one 
of Gov. Inslee’s phased reopening plan.
May 8
Variance application put on hold
 Kittitas County’s variance applica-
tion was put on hold following a 16th 
confirmed case of COVID-19. A press 
release from the KCPHD confirmed the 
16th case as a Twin Cities Food employ-
ee, who is in stable condition. As of May 
8 at 10 a.m.,  15 of the 16 total cases in 
the county are considered recovered.
May 10
Twin City Foods outbreak
 34 new cases of COVID-19 have 
been confirmed by the KCPHD after 
the outbreak at Twin City Foods. 
20 associated tests are still pending 
results. Kittitas County now has 40 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, with 43 
pending according to the Community 
Impact Dashboard.
May 11
49 confirmed cases in county
 Kittitas County has 49 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 as of the end of 
May 10, with that number subject to 
change as more test results are re-
turned. All who have tested positive 
are currently stable and none have 
required hospitalization. 
 Out of 169 Twin City Foods em-
ployees who have been tested so far, 
34 have tested positive with the major-
ity showing symptoms, according to a 
KCPHD press release.
 The county’s variance application 
remains on hold. According to an 
email from the Washington Depart-
ment of Health, Kittitas County is cur-
rently the only application still listed 
as under review.
May 13
Additional cases confirmed
 KCPHD confirmed five addition-
al cases of COVID-19 related to the 
outbreak at Twin City Foods. Three 
of the five cases were employees who 
required re-testing for confirmation, 
the remaining two are family members 
of employees. To date, Kittitas County 
has 44 active cases. 15 cases have re-
covered. 
May 22
Cloth face masks mandated
 Cloth face coverings that cover 
the nose and mouth will be required 
in Kittitas County beginning May 23. 
They will be required when indoors, 
in confined public settings and when 
unable to maintain six-foot distancing 
outdoors, as announced in a Kittitas 
County Public Health Department 
(KCPHD) press release. Businesses in 
Kittitas County are required to post 
signs advising patrons to wear cloth 
face coverings.
May 26
CWU announces fall plans
 President James L. Gaudino an-
nounced tentative plans for students to 
return to campus in fall in a series of 
emails to the student body. These plans 
are designed to remain flexible to accom-
modate changes in public policy and new 
information over time.
 Fall quarter will be accelerated, begin-
ning Sept. 9 and ending Nov. 24. Classes 
will not be held on Veteran’s Day.
 Students will have an opportuni-
ty to choose between classes offered 
in person, online or a combination. 
Professors will be responsible for 
determining the modality that will 
best accommodate the content of their 
courses, though they are encouraged to 
work remotely, Gaudino wrote.
May 27
Kittitas County enters phase two
 Kittitas County officially entered 
phase two of Gov. Inslee’s phased reopen-
ing plan. To date, the county has 79 con-
firmed COVID-19 cases, but according to 
KCPHD Health Officer Mark Larson, all 
are stable or have recovered.
June 17
Kittitas County to enter phase three
 The Kittitas County Incident Man-
agement Team (IMT) is asking for the 
community’s help in reaching phase 
three by June 17, 2020. We are asking 
individuals and businesses to be aware 
of their own prevention efforts to help 
reach our goal of entering phase three 
by mid-June. In order for Washing-
ton State to grant Phase 3 to Kittitas 
County we are required to show that 
Phase 2 can occur safely.
Editor Bailey Tomlinson
cwuobserver.com cwuobserver@gmail.com
A recap of Kittitas County’s COVID-19 big moments and updates
Where have we been?
Where are we going?
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National Guard works with local food bank
Michelle Reyes
Staff Reporter
Second Harvest Inland Northwest is a 
non-profit organization in Spokane. This 
organization has provided food in the In-
land Northwest since 1971. It distributes 
over two million pounds of free food each 
month. Partnering with 250 neighbor-
hood food banks and meal centers makes 
it possible for Second Harvest to feed peo-
ple each week.
The National Guard partnered with 
Second Harvest and FISH to hold a 
Drive-Thru Mobile Pantry Event in El-
lensburg. The event was open to the com-
munity on May 27.  
Second Harvest Inland Northwest 
began the Mobile Pantry 14 years ago. It 
started as an idea to rapidly distribute pro-
duce all across their service area. The ser-
vice area includes 21 counties of eastern 
Washington and five of northern Idaho, 
from warehouses in Spokane and Pasco, 
Drew Meuer, the chief of staff at Second 
Harvest said. 
John Poyner, the operations manager 
for the food bank and pantry, said, “Sec-
ond Harvest contacted us. They’ve been 
doing mobile pantries all over the Wash-
ington eastern part of the state. This was 
the second one they would be doing with 
us. They approached us and we are not 
going to turn down the opportunity to 
give people free food. We always accept it 
with open arms.”
The National Guard is a federal activa-
tion in response to the coronavirus. The 
state of Washington has a deployment and 
about 60 guard members were deployed to 
Second Harvest’s Spokane facility and be-
tween 40 and 50 in Pasco, Meuer said. 
The Guardsmen work alongside 
staff and volunteers preparing, sorting 
and boxing the food for distributions at 
Second Harvest. They assist with food 
transfer between facilities and help pro-
tect public health and safety by ensuring 
people can social distance inside the ware-
house, Meuer said. 
FISH advertised with flyers about 
the mobile pantry from Second Harvest 
through its social media. It was also ad-
vertised through the local Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) and health de-
partment. 
“I love [the advertisement] being on 
Facebook, especially Second Harvest be-
ing able to get the news out to people 
easier. It’s very helpful and informative,” 
Hendershot said.
Poyner said preparation for this event 
included recruiting volunteers a week 
ahead of time, and that during the event 
everyone was wearing masks, gloves 
and using hand sanitizer when changing 
gloves. They set up different tents for each 
type of item. One of the tents covered the 
refrigerated and frozen foods, and freezer 
blankets were used to keep the food cold. 
Those who attended the event stayed in 
their cars to maintain social distancing. 
“The National Guard had everybody go 
in a perfect line and they were putting pa-
pers in people’s windshields with numbers 
on them to ensure people got boxes, and 
we were number 75 at noon,” Hendershot 
said. “It was very efficient. They had two 
lines and kept it going; we weren’t in line 
for more than five minutes.” 
When the Second Harvest team ar-
rived at FISH, they quickly set up stations 
for each product. Once the cars pulled up, 
each volunteer was in charge of handing 
out an item from their station. While one 
volunteer grabbed a box with vegetables 
or fresh produce and put it in a car, anoth-
er grabbed bacon and frozen hashbrowns, 
and another the bread, that way the lines 
kept moving, Poyner said.
Meuer said they served about 300 cars, 
and they came prepared to serve 300 fam-
ilies. 
“Emergency food systems in our region 
are really straining to cope with the surge 
and demand at all levels, and I think orga-
nizations like FISH food bank and Second 
Harvest are resilient and here to serve for 
the long haul. We want to make sure folks 
have their basic needs met this week and 
also in the months to come,” Meuer said.
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CWU welcomes provost DenBeste
ASCWU election results are in
Ty McPhee
Staff Reporter
Abigail Duchow
Senior Reporter
Michelle DenBeste joined CWU as its 
new provost as of May 18.
Her current responsibilities include 
being in charge of all academic deans, the 
Dean of Students, a group of associate 
provosts and the director of the honors 
college. In the future, she’ll also be a part 
of fundraising for the university.
Originally a Russian historian 
teaching at a college level, DenBeste 
enjoys teaching and said the one thing 
she misses the most would have to be 
the classroom.
“The disconnect between students and 
admin has been a bit of a different place to 
be,” DenBeste said.
DenBeste was also the department 
chair of history prior to her work as 
a dean, noting that she additionally 
taught two classes during that time. 
When she was eventually a dean at 
Fresno, she taught honors students be-
cause of her passion for teaching. She 
later felt bad for her students because 
of how busy she was.
“But I did manage to stay in touch with 
students,” DenBeste added. “We created a stu-
dent leadership council at the college of social 
sciences level so I had some student contact.”
Her work as a dean led her to becom-
ing both faculty and student focused.
Now, as Provost, DenBeste finds that 
the academic environment on both the stu-
dent and faculty side is fun and important.
“Education done right should trans-
form lives. It should make people feel 
hopeful about where they’re going. 
It’s not always instantaneous, but that 
part’s really satisfying to me,” DenBeste 
said. “It’s never boring, especially not 
boring right now.”
Her time as Dean of Criminolo-
gy led her to work opportunities with 
prisons, both in outreach and volunteer 
programs. 
“You get to do things that you wouldn’t 
get to do otherwise at a university, which 
is also really satisfying and I want to be 
able to keep doing that,” DenBeste said. 
“And I think once I figure out what’s hap-
pening as Provost there will be opportuni-
ties to do that as well.”
DenBeste’s presence won’t be felt 
nearly as much now as it will be in 
the upcoming fall and winter quarters, 
where she hopes she’ll be able to go out 
and interact with students in passing 
and get a feel for what students like or 
dislike about being a Wildcat.
“There’s so much going on with 
COVID. I think that my goal and our goal 
at [CWU] is to figure out fall quarter, fig-
ure out how we can effectively be there for 
students and faculty and make sure every-
one is safe,” DenBeste said.
That goal, she said, is constantly 
changing with all the different vari-
ables in play, such as whether a vaccine 
is going to be developed, when it will 
be distributed and risks associated with 
reopening CWU.
“I don’t think anyone is ready for big 
changes right now,” DenBeste said. “I 
think people are just trying to figure out 
the immediate, what’s happening. For stu-
dents and faculty, staff, it’s caused all sorts 
of disruption.”  
Her goal for right now is to get the 
school prepped and ready for a successful 
fall quarter, regardless of what it may look 
like.
Post COVID-19, DenBeste wants 
CWU to be an open and accepting place 
for students, where those who wouldn’t 
typically think about going to college can 
go and succeed.
“I don’t want to put random bureaucrat-
ic obstacles in their way,” DenBeste said.
DenBeste said that she doesn’t want 
to do anything radical, especially giv-
en the timing of everything going on 
around us. 
“I think it’s the time to focus on 
what we are doing really well, and en-
couraging folks to keep doing it. To try 
to be creative about our curriculum de-
livery,” DenBeste said.
The 2020-21 ASCWU Executive 
Board has been officially voted for and re-
sults are in. Overall, there were 560 votes 
cast for the ASCWU elections. 
ASCWU President: Mickael 
Candelaria
The candidates for ASCWU President 
were CeCe Mortimer and Mickael Can-
delaria. Mortimer received 189 votes, and 
Candelaria 355 votes. 
The ASCWU President is the chief 
spokesperson for the ASCWU Board of 
Directors. The president represents AS-
CWU in all legislative issues.
Candelaria was previously the 2019-
20 Vice President for Student Life and 
Facilities. He is a first-generation Filipi-
no-American college student and will be a 
senior in the 2020-21 school year. 
Candelaria also talked about the chal-
lenges he thinks the CWU community is 
going to face in the future.
“The first [challenge] is going to be 
standing with the Black Lives Matter 
movement to ensure that our communi-
ty knows ASCWU is anti-racism, and is 
going to acknowledge our privilege and 
use that to advocate for our black com-
munity at CWU.” Candelaria said, “The 
second is going to be moving forward 
past a global pandemic.”
Candelaria said that there will 
be many changes at CWU due to 
COVID-19. He said that one of his main 
priorities is ensuring student voices and 
perspectives are heard in regards to the 
changes that take place.
Executive Vice President: 
Brandon Wear-Grimm
The candidates for Executive Vice 
President were  Yunus Timurtas and 
Brandon Wear-Grimm. Timurtas re-
ceived 220 votes, and Wear-Grimm 
320 votes. 
The Executive Vice President is re-
sponsible for overseeing committees and 
C AR I N G & CO N F I D E NT I A L
Call or Text: 
(509) 925-2273
Find us:
CareNetEllensburg.org
Visit us:
111 E 4th Ave
 Ellensburg, WA
 egnant? 
You don’t have to 
make decisions alone
CWU
appointments, providing a monthly sum-
mary of monetary activity and sitting on 
the Services and Activities Committee tak-
ing minutes if the office staff is unavailable.
In a campaign video, Wear-Grimm 
said he’s running because there’s a lot of 
inequality and underrepresentation of 
students when it comes to the amount of 
student money CWU receives.
Wear-Grimm said he wants to help 
get rid of financial obstacles CWU creates 
that students may face.
“Every year, our [organizations], our 
clubs, our programs, grow more than the 
year before it, but the money stays the 
same.” Wear-Grimm said, “So that just 
shows how, financially, the school puts 
limitations on our students.”
Senate Speaker: Madeline 
Koval
The candidates for Senate Speaker 
were Josh McRae and Madeline Koval. 
McRae received 124 votes, and Koval 
416 votes.
The Senate Speaker is considered the 
liaison between the Student Senate and 
the ASCWU Board of Directors. The Sen-
ate Speaker also brings issues, concerns 
and legislation created by the Student 
Senate to the ASCWU Board of Directors.
Koval will be a senior next year, and 
is majoring in Molecular and Cellular Bi-
ology. She is also a part of the William O. 
Douglas Honors College. In a campaign 
post, Koval said she has been involved 
with the senate since her freshman year.
“I want to give back to my community 
by using this privilege to help marginal-
ized communities as your Senate Speaker,” 
Koval said in the post.
Director of Student Life and 
Facilities: Ashley-Sue Vizguerra
The candidates for Director of Student 
Life and Facilities were Nathan Rawson 
and Ashley-Sue Vizguerra. Rawson re-
ceived 212 votes, and Vizguerra 316 votes.
The Director of Student Life and Facil-
ities serves as the student voice regarding 
capital-planning projects, buildings on cam-
pus and student services offered on campus.
In a campaign video, Vizguerra de-
scribed that she wants to provide rep-
resentation for the remote campuses 
and non-traditional students. She said 
next year, she hopes for more cohe-
siveness between the remote and main 
campuses, and unity among different 
CWU communities.
Vizguerra emphasized that she wants to 
hear, not just listen to, student voices.
“I do not take it lightly that I am the first, 
in the history of the college, University Cen-
ter student to run or win an ASCWU posi-
tion.” Vizguerra said, “I plan to use my posi-
tion in Director of Student Life and Facilities 
to begin paving the way for more integration 
between the centers and main campus.”
Director of Governmental Af-
fairs: Edgar Espino
The only candidate for Director of 
Governmental Affairs was Edgar Espino, 
who received 506 votes.
The Director of Governmental Affairs 
serves as the student voice regarding state, 
local and federal policy.
Espino said he is hoping to see stu-
dents become involved with the political 
process and have their voices heard. He 
said he can benefit CWU because he has 
established many political connections 
around the state that can be used to help 
the student body.
Director of Equity and Multi-
cultural Affairs: Jacob Robles
The candidates for Director of Equi-
ty and Multicultural Affairs were Leilani 
Salu and Jacob Robles. The position of 
Director of Equity and Multicultural 
Affairs is not voted for by students. In-
stead, this position is voted on by seven 
organizations in good standing with the 
Equity Services Council. Salu received 3 
votes, and Robles 4 votes. 
Robles said he hopes to see that the 
university responds in an equitable man-
ner to the COVID-19 matter.
“I hope they meet the needs of all stu-
dents post-pandemic equitably,” Robles 
said. “Whether that be for non-traditional 
students, marginalized students, we need to 
make sure the response to the student body 
and faculty is being met in an equitable way.”
and have to deal with the effects 
it has.
“I’m glad that everyone cared to 
come together,” Cooper said. “We 
have to continue to educate each 
other and we have to continue to 
call out racism when we see it.”
Even if it means calling out friends 
or family, or leaving those relation-
ships altogether, Cooper said calling 
racism out is a worthy cause.
“If you really don’t have any emo-
tion for this, ask someone of color. 
Sit down and have a conversation 
with them,” Cooper said. “Or the 
other way around. We have to gain 
an understanding of each other.
At the end of his speech, Cooper 
instructed the crowd to make a first 
with their left hand and a peace 
sign with their right, while hold-
ing both hands in the air. Floyd’s 
brother has encouraged the gesture 
as a way to honor his memory.
Cooper said afterwards it was 
important for him to come out and 
speak at the protest so that his play-
ers could see him as a role model. 
Cooper said as a coach, it is his re-
sponsibility to represent his players.
“I want the young men I’m lead-
ing to see me leading,” Cooper said.
As the protest was going on, a 
truck with a large “TRUMP 2020” 
flag was continuously revving their 
engine while driving along roads 
near city hall. Cooper said he didn’t 
worry about the few counter pro-
testers, and he was appreciative of 
those from the community who 
came to rally to support it.
“I’m not fazed by it. They’re 
fazed by us,” Cooper said. “Nothing 
that anyone can do can antagonize 
or take over the real problems.”
While speaking after the rally, 
Cooper was approached by an old-
er woman who thanked him for 
the speech he had given earlier.
“I was so moved by what [Coo-
per] said,” she said to him. “It was 
strictly from the heart.”
During the protests on both 
Monday and Tuesday, those who 
gathered took a knee to protest 
against racism and police brutality. 
Whether they had experienced 
racial issues first hand or not, rally 
goers said they came out to try and 
create change. 
Mason Low said he came out 
on Monday because oppression in 
America has gone on for too long, 
and he came to try to do something 
about it.
“I think we’re the generation 
that’s willing to change that and ac-
tually do something instead of just 
sitting on the sidelines,” Low said.
AJ Cooper, an assistant coach 
for CWU’s football team, was one 
of the speakers at the rally.
During the rally, Cooper said 
that as an African American, he 
goes through things every day that 
“a lot of people can’t understand.” 
Cooper said while some people 
get to decide to opt out of conver-
sations around racism, there are 
those who don’t get that luxury, 
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During both, rally-goers chanted 
and motioned for police officers sta-
tioned nearby to join them in kneel-
ing. Officers did not and remained 
standing during this portion.
Ellensburg Police Chief Ken 
Wade told a group of protesters on 
Tuesday the reason he did not take 
a knee during either protest was 
that the only person he kneeled to 
was his god.
CWU Police Chief Jason Ber-
thon-Koch did not reply to voicemail 
requesting comment on the protests.
Rajesh Gill, another rally-goer 
on Monday, said while he doesn’t 
fully understand what it’s like, as 
a person of color he has sympathy 
towards what African Americans 
go through. Gill said beyond po-
lice brutality, there is a lot of plain 
racism that minorities in America 
go through.
“You understand what injustices 
in smaller communities just isn’t 
right,” Gill said. “Just coming out 
and just sending a message is some-
thing really worthy.”
”
We have to con-
tinue to educate 
each other and we 
have to continue 
to call out racism 
when we see it.
AJ COOPER, CWU ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACH
Kiersten Kimminau, a rally-go-
er at Monday’s protest, said he 
wanted to come out and show sol-
idarity to show it’s possible to pro-
test peacefully.
“The reason that we’re out here 
is just because George Floyd is one 
of many who have been killed by 
police. And it’s been going on long 
enough,” Kimminau said. “I think 
we’re here today to just keep show-
ing that we’re not going to back 
down this time, or ever.”
Annie Schlonger and Jenna Cal-
lan, both juniors at Ellensburg High 
School, were the ones who orga-
nized Monday’s protest. The protest 
was organized because they felt like 
they could no longer stay silent and 
felt they had to act against racism.
They said the march was orga-
nized to be peaceful and to try and 
save the lives of African Americans.
“We have observed for years 
the acts of racism that have been 
taken towards people of color, and 
we just decided enough is enough,” 
Callan said. “We never want an-
other life to be lost due to racism.”
Schlonger said racism and police 
brutality in America have gone on 
for too long.
“It’s crazy that it’s 2020 and there’s 
still people being killed by police for 
no reason,” Schlonger said. “We just 
want to kind of bring awareness to 
that and honor the life of George 
Floyd and the others that have been 
killed by police brutality.”
Callan said it was important for 
people to do more than protest, 
and to actually take meaningful 
steps against racism in society.
At the protests, fliers were hand-
ed out to participants. One side had 
the names of people killed by police, 
while the other side had a schedule, 
a list of suggested chants and a QR 
code. When scanned, the QR di-
rects participants to a web page that 
lists resources on how people can 
get involved. The site can also be 
found at https://bit.ly/2Mj1Ydl.
“If people go to a march but 
don’t take any further action, then 
it’s not really worth it,” Callan said.
Mariah Valles / The Observer
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cause his family owns lake proper-
ty in western Washington, which 
means he can go for a swim and be 
with his family. 
“My family usually spends most 
of their time during the summer out 
there,” Groom said. “Every weekend 
last summer we went, and there’s 
usually not a lot of people in that 
area. So, it’s the ideal place to go 
during a pandemic.” 
Practicing social distancing in 
such a remote place isn’t an issue, 
according to Groom. Although, he 
said it would be a treat to see all of 
his lake neighbors out there as soon 
Social distancing: summer break edition 
Samantha Cabeza
Staff Reporter 
As the end of the quarter is ap-
proaching, plans for summertime 
are being made while keeping 
COVID-19 guidelines in mind. 
Students expressed  how they 
think this summer will  feel differ-
ent because of  the pandemic. 
However, since Ellensburg is 
opening up slowly, they are hopeful 
they will be able to have the summer 
they have been craving. 
The stay-at-home order has lim-
ited the amount of activities stu-
dents can do, such as  fishing, boat-
ing and camping. 
Now that Ellensburg has entered 
phase two, students said they were re-
lieved to hear things could actually feel 
like they were going back to normal. 
Alexander Groom, a junior study-
ing film production, said he was most-
ly excited for summer because he just 
wants to be outside in the sunlight and 
get a haircut. 
“I have been practicing social 
distancing and staying at home for 
what seems like forever, and I’m a 
little tired of at-home haircuts,” 
Groom said. “I am ready to go out-
side and get a real haircut from a 
barber shop.. Sorry, mom.” 
Groom said besides getting a 
haircut, he was mostly excited be-
as summer starts. Groom said he 
will also be spending some time in 
Ellensburg as well because he wants 
to go on hikes at Lion’s Rock and 
Umtanum Creek Falls. 
“I really wanted to follow the 
stay-at-home order guidelines, but 
now that Ellensburg is in phase two, 
I think I feel a little bit more com-
fortable to go to more public places 
and hikes,” Groom said. “I don’t feel 
as restricted.” 
Groom said as much as he hates 
wearing masks, he will do his best to 
wear them as much as possible to stay 
safe and reduce the risk of spreading 
COVID-19. 
Amy Osterhage, a middle level hu-
manities education junior, said this 
summer is going to feel different for 
her because it’s her first one in Ellens-
burg. She said it will feel different 
because stores and restaurants will 
begin opening up soon. 
Osterhage said she wants to work 
full time while she takes classes 
during the summer, as well. 
After she’s done with her school 
and work duties, she said she wants 
to hang out with her friends. 
“As long as I am able to work, do 
homework and have fun, I think it will 
be a great summer,” Osterhage said. “A 
lot of my friends are staying too, so I’m 
excited to go camping, hiking and just 
hang out with them.” 
Online shopping rises in popularity, 
providing a safe and quick way to shop 
Karina Severino
Staff Reporter 
Since many retail stores have 
temporarily closed, many shoppers 
have moved their purchasing online 
for convenience and safety during 
the pandemic.
Gisela Mendez, a sophomore 
studying psychology, said she does 
more online shopping now than she 
did before.
“I use online stores when I’m buy-
ing gifts for my friends or family,” 
Mendez said. “I like it right now, es-
pecially because I don’t have to go 
out. The packages just show up on my 
porch and I don’t even have to worry 
about it.”
Mendez said since most of her fa-
vorite stores are temporarily closed, 
she finds online shopping very useful. 
She uses online shopping for food, 
clothes and shoes, school supplies and 
pretty much anything she needs.
“Don’t get me wrong, I love going 
to the mall and to stores in person, but 
I can’t do that right now,” Mendez said. 
“My current go-to is Amazon. I can 
find pretty much anything I need, es-
pecially when all the open department 
stores don’t have the products I need.”
According to The Motley Fool, a 
private financial and investing ad-
vice company, Amazon sales have 
gone up by 29% as people try to stay 
inside and avoid going out to heavily 
populated stores. 
The company has seen a rise in sales 
because consumers use its services for 
easy and fast delivery. 
“It saves me so much time because 
I just have to do a couple of clicks and 
I have everything I need,” Mendez 
said. “I don’t have to risk my health 
or my family’s health by being outside 
in stores.”
Jocelyn Avila, a senior studying 
sociology, has a different view of on-
line shopping. She said she didn’t like 
shopping online before quarantine 
and still doesn’t. 
“I really prefer to buy things in per-
son,” Avila said, “I have had to resort to 
buying things online now since stores 
are closed.”
Avila said before the quarantine 
started and stores were open, she only 
used online shopping for things she 
couldn’t find in store or that were ex-
clusively online. 
“The last thing I bought online was 
my dress for graduation,” Avila said.
Avila prefers shopping for clothing 
in person. She said she likes that she 
can try things on and see if she likes 
them or not before purchasing.
“I don’t like dealing with return-
ing things I buy online,” Avila said. 
“There’s so much for the process of re-
turning things, and there is always the 
possibility that I get the wrong size or 
I don’t like the texture.”
With grocery stores and depart-
ment stores being crowded with shop-
pers, online shopping has become a 
safe way to get the products. Accord-
ing to MSN.com’s news section, sales 
for open department stores like Wal-
Mart have soared due to consumer 
stockpiling and the sales they are mak-
ing online.
Shoppers like Avial or Men-
dez can benefit from stores such as 
Wal-mart due to their online and 
in-person shopping options. 
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COVID-19 may have a long term impact on
Mitchell Roland
Senior Reporter
As the days get longer and the 
weather gets nicer, some students are 
beginning a search for a part-time job 
for the summer. 
However, finding employment in 
Ellensburg will likely be more difficult 
than past years, and it will likely remain 
that way for the foreseeable future, ac-
cording to Molly Jones-Kerchner, the 
executive director of the Ellensburg 
Downtown Association.
Due to the ongoing pandemic, the 
state has seen a drastic increase in un-
employment numbers. 
According to the Washington 
Employment Security Department, 
the unemployment rate was 15.4% in 
April, which is up from 5.1% in March.
Jones-Kerchner said Ellensburg, 
much like the rest of the country and 
the state, is facing a tough economic 
climate due to the stay-at-home order.
“We’re not in a great place right 
now,” Jones-Kerchner said.
While the state begins to reopen 
under Gov. Jay Inslee’s phased re-
opening plan, Jones-Kerchner said it’s 
difficult to know the impact that the 
phased reopening plan will have on 
the economy. 
Jones-Kerchner said businesses all 
over Kittitas County are determining 
what the different phases will look 
like.With businesses struggling and a 
high unemployment rate, many stu-
dents may find it difficult to find a job.
Jones-Kerchner said even if Kitti-
tas County were to reach phase four 
and students were to return to cam-
pus by September, it’s tough to know 
what the job market will look like.
“It’s hard to predict that far out,” 
Jones-Kerchner said. “It really just de-
pends on a lot of things.”
Jones-Kerchner said one thing is 
for certain: things will not go back to 
normal, even when Kittitas County 
reaches phase four. Jones-Kerchner 
said the job market is not as simple as 
students returning to Ellensburg.
“It’s not going to be the same as 
before,” Jones-Kerchner said.
Jones-Kerchner said COVID-19 
will likely have a long-term impact 
on the entire county.
However, while it may be more 
difficult to find a job, Jones-Kerchner 
said it’s not impossible.
Jones-Kerchner said there are still 
things students can do to increase the 
likelihood of employment. First, she 
said, contact businesses, even if they 
don’t have an open job posting.
“Don’t be afraid to reach out di-
rectly,” Jones-Kerchner said. “Sending 
an email or making a call never hurts.”
Students should also keep looking. 
Joseph Stanger
Staff Reporter
During past quarters, with in-per-
son classes and no social distancing 
regulations, students might have oc-
casionally seen ROTC cadets training 
around campus. 
This quarter, to make sure those in 
the program are still getting the train-
ing and support they need, the ROTC 
has had to make some changes.
“I believe we’ve adapted really well,” 
Professor of Military Science Lt. Col. 
Bonnie Kovatch said. “Some of the 
underclassmen … clearly miss the face-
to-face interaction and the community 
that comes along with our program, 
but they’re really excited at the chal-
lenge they’ve been given.”
Jane Schultz, a junior physics and 
mechanical engineering major, is in 
her second year of the ROTC program 
and said this quarter has been just as 
valuable as any other.
“Before the pandemic, we would do 
tactical training and the actual move-
ment part,” Schultz said. “But now that 
everything’s online, we’ve been focus-
ing on the planning aspect of that.”
At the end of spring quarter, 18 
cadets will be graduating. In summer, 
two more will also graduate.
With less emphasis on the physical 
training part of the program, Kovatch 
ROTC cadets experience a new kind of training 
Even if you’re not hearing back from 
employers, it’s important to remain 
optimistic and searching continuous-
ly, Jones-Kerchner said.
“Stay positive and keep applying,” 
Jones-Kerchner said. “The cards are 
kind of stacked against you.”
Jones-Kerchner said a lot of people 
are struggling to find jobs right now. 
So, if students don’t get a call back 
they shouldn’t feel discouraged.
“If it’s challenging, it’s challenging 
for everybody,” Jones-Kerchner said.
Jones-Kerchner said it is also 
important to stay up to date on the 
news so students know about po-
tential job opportunities as more 
businesses reopen.
“Things change daily, sometimes 
hourly,” Jones-Kerchner said. “It’s 
really easy to get incorrect info.”
Jones-Kerchner recommend-
ed visiting KittitasEmergency.org 
to find the latest information on 
things such as unemployment bene-
fits and financial aid.
said students are feeling more confi-
dent about their mental agility.
“They feel like they now are 
more military book-smart than we 
would’ve expected them to be at this 
point in their ROTC education,” 
Kovatch said. “That’s encouraging 
to hear.”
Even though the focus of the 
program has been on planning and 
preparation, ROTC cadets are still 
participating in physical training by 
using an app called Strava. 
The app tracks the cadets as they 
exercise using GPS data, and it allows 
them to share their results.
According to Kovatch, ROTC’s cur-
riculum is provided by the U.S. Army 
Department for Leader Education.
 Different subjects are taught to 
students depending on their standing 
within the program.
Charlie Murphy, a freshman law 
and justice major, is in her first year 
of ROTC and said leadership training 
is one of the most impactful parts of 
the program.
“The leadership training is amaz-
ing,” Murphy said. “You learn how to 
guide people in the right direction, make 
sound choices and have good judgment.”
ROTC mainly uses Canvas and 
Microsoft Teams as a means of com-
munication. Kovatch said the stu-
dents within the program continue to 
connect with their fellow cadets even 
after lessons end for the day.
“They’re finding these other ap-
plications to hold study sessions to-
gether, to play games and host movie 
nights together although everyone is 
separated,” Kovatch said. 
Murphy said the cadets in the pro-
gram are practically a family.
“We’re all really good friends,” 
Murphy said. “We hang out all the 
time. We always joke about how we 
spend hours and hours together ev-
ery day … I enjoy the comradery of 
it all.”
Kovatch said the program’s re-
action to COVID-19 has almost been 
like an unexpected on-the-job train-
ing for students. 
“I think the army and ROTC spe-
cifically is really an education in how 
to be resilient and flexible, and we 
talk a lot about adaptive leadership,” 
Kovatch said. “That’s exactly how 
we’ve approached our reaction to 
COVID-19. I’m super proud of all the 
cadets and how well that they have 
adapted, how committed they remain 
and how brilliant they’ve been in sup-
porting each other.”
employment which could lead to fewer jobs
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Since students can no longer walk 
for graduation, some are celebrating 
at home in different ways. 
Bradyn Kelly, a senior majoring in 
law and justice, is holding a com-
mencement ceremony at home. In 
honor of earning his bachelor's 
degree, Kelly said his family is 
making him wear his cap and gown 
to celebrate. His parents decided to 
make him the valedictorian of his own 
party and are expecting a speech.
Kelly said one thing he is looking 
forward to is seeing family. Being in 
Ellensburg has not provided him the 
opportunity to travel back home to 
western Washington.
What Kelly is going to miss the 
most about Ellensburg is going on 
random backpacking trips into the 
mountains and hiking with friends. 
“The relationships that I have 
made over the years at CWU have 
been the foundational blocks to 
making me who I am today,” Kelly 
said. “I’ll never forget my first 
dollar-beer night and just the opportu-
nity to meet new people.”  
Kelly’s advice to underclassmen is 
to not stress out too much over 
school work. Otherwise, it will take 
away from having fun memories to 
look back on. Kelly said it’s important 
to sit back and enjoy the moment 
because, at the end of the day, most 
people are only in college once.
Despite no in-person commence-
ment, Kelly was not bothered. In fact, 
he looked back at CWU in hindsight 
and said being in college has taught 
him how to time manage and 
embrace bad situations.
“At the end of the day, things are 
only temporary and you just gotta 
full-send,” Kelly said. 
George Dreiszus, a senior major-
ing in biology with a specialization in 
medicine, is among the anxious 
seniors departing on a new adven-
ture. For commencement, Dreiszus 
is planning on spending time with 
family and packing up the house. 
“One of the biggest things I am 
looking forward to is marrying my 
best friend Brianna Reisinger,” 
Dreiszus said. She has supported 
me throughout these years and I’m 
excited for our next step in life.” 
Dreiszus will miss the people and 
friendships he has made over all 
“Make sure that you 
are passionate about 
what you do and you 
will be successful.”
- George Dreiszus, CWU senior
these years. Dreiszus said he 
will not however miss the windy 
days that blew his homework all 
over campus.
One thing that Dreiszus said 
was important to remember 
throughout his time at CWU is to 
not get lost in schoolwork and 
appreciate time with friends.
As a senior, Dreiszus said there is a 
lesson to learn from his experience.
“Be proud about what you 
choose to do,” Dreiszus said. 
Make sure that you are passion-
ate about what you do and you will 
be successful. Do not let other 
people try to tell you what you 
want because they are not you.”
Morgan Vance, a senior public 
health major, is celebrating grad-
uation with loved ones and food 
from Chipotle. Vance plans on 
waking up early to celebrate with 
her family by watching the com-
mencement virtually. 
Not having commencement in 
person is understandable espe-
cially from a public health per-
spective, Vance said. The overall 
health and well being of students 
is more important than gathering 
together and risking the spread of 
the virus, Vance said.
Vance said she will definitely 
miss the friends she has made in 
Ellensburg. She said being in 
Ellensburg forces students to 
make the best of what they have, 
and she wouldn’t trade it for the 
world.
Reflecting back on her college 
career, Vance has some words of 
wisdom for current students. 
“Make sure to cherish the time 
with your closest friends because 
it will be over before you know it,” 
Vance said. “Time flies and when 
it comes your time, you will under-
stand.”
Vance said CWU has taught 
her how to step out of her comfort 
zone and find out what she is pas-
sionate about, which is public 
health. Coming in as a freshman, 
lost and confused, she said she 
fell into a path that led her to be 
successful today. 
“I wouldn’t change my experi-
ences here at CWU because it 
made me who I am,” Vance said.
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Austin Lane
Sports Editor, Columnist
When Colin Kaepernick first 
knelt during the national anthem 
back in 2016, it caught a lot of 
people off guard, myself included. 
I wondered how that would make 
any difference in the grand scheme 
of things. I wasn’t mad like a lot of 
people were, but I still felt what he 
was doing wasn’t the right way to 
get his message across. 
Fast forward to today. We are 
seeing riots, looting, marching 
and protesting. It made me think 
back to when Kaepernick knelt 
during the anthem and it made 
me realize that what he was doing 
was actually the right way to get 
across the message. I hope there is 
change in this country and now I 
know that to make change, kneel-
ing during the anthem was a good 
starting point.
Mitchell Roland
Senior Reporter, Columnist
I typically look like I’m angry. 
I’m usually not, yet the look re-
mains. It’s not resting bitch face, 
it’s a step beyond that to where 
I just look perpetually annoyed. 
In the rare times I am angry, my 
face moves to a phase past anger, 
where I look like I’m going to kill 
someone. In closing, if you see me 
and I look angry, please know that 
I am probably not angry. That’s 
just how I look.
Colin Kaepernick 
was right
I’m not angry, 
that’s just my face
Bailey Tomlinson
News Editor, Columnist
Grass lawns serve no function-
al purpose. They began as status 
symbols, a way to show that you 
had so much food you didn’t need 
to use your space to grow more. 
Now, with the vast majority 
of people not growing their own 
food, the status that lawns used 
to denote is the standard of the 
American lifestyle. Not only is 
their ostentatious original purpose 
now nullified, they remain as prac-
tically useless as ever. 
Grass lawns should be replaced 
with more practical plants, like 
fruit and vegetable gardens. If 
somebody enjoyed the aesthetic 
value of a monoculture lawn more 
than a varied garden, there are 
options to maintain that aesthetic 
value  while still planting some-
thing useful. Chamomile, for ex-
ample, has many uses, and grows 
low and spread out enough that 
it can be used to make a beautiful 
monoculture lawn. After the first 
year, it can even withstand foot 
traffic like a grass lawn can.
Grass lawns are 
wastes of space
Mariah Valles
Orientation & Photo Editor, Columnist
Look, I thoroughly enjoyed my 
time as a student at CWU. Really, I 
did, but not when I felt administra-
tion didn’t respect student journalists. 
If you’re reading this and have 
no clue what I’m talking about, go to 
cwuobserver.com and type in, “The 
Observer stands for a free and unreg-
ulated press.” Even following those 
events, there were multiple times I 
felt administration was still choosing 
to not treat student journalists fairly 
or as actual journalists. 
Administrators: stop it. It’s as easy 
as that. Don’t disregard or ignore us 
because we’re students. Don’t make 
yourselves too busy for us because 
we’re students. Don’t send public 
affairs staff to interviews and allow 
them to interject into conversations 
because we’re students. Instead, be 
transparent, be available, be respon-
sive, be trusting and let us inform the 
student body of the good, the bad and 
the ugly as we are trained to do so. 
As a soon-to-be alumna, I prom-
ise the next generation of student 
journalists that I will continue to 
push for the First Amendment rights 
of all journalists, student or not. 
Student journalists: don’t you 
ever stop trying to inform the pub-
lic because one person, or even a 
group of people, tries to stop you 
from receiving information. Trust 
me, I’ve been there and there’s al-
ways another way. If you need me, 
find me. I’ll be there ready to stand 
with you.
Admin, learn 
from the past
Aeryn Kauffman
Copy Desk Chief, Columnist
Having just emerged from one of 
the many midday naps I indulged in 
this quarter, all I can say is: I eat my 
words. Full-time learning should 
never be completely remote.
Time has ceased to have mean-
ing during this quarter. It has both 
moved excruciatingly slow and also 
surprisingly fast. My professors have 
been wonderful and understanding, 
and I went into remote learning 
with a very positive attitude. 
But there is something about 
learning in a classroom that im-
proves the experience tenfold. 
Maybe it’s the constant motiva-
tion. Staring my professor in the 
face every day, while they gauge 
our poker faces for signs that yes, 
we did read that Joan Didion short 
story, stirs up some pretty strong 
motivation (read: anxiety). For the 
wrong reasons? Eh, debatable. 
With my graduation date set 
for winter 2021, I feel like my 
chapter at CWU is already com-
ing to a fast end. A lot of it was 
stolen from us; I get it, it was in 
the name of public health, and 
very necessary. But I would have 
liked to have more on-campus 
experiences, especially in the 
quarter with the nicest weather. 
I think myself, and many others, 
learn best in person.
So, I limp across the finish line 
this quarter. See you in the fall.
I eat my 
words: Online 
classes = bad
Aeryn Kauffman
Copy Desk Chief, Columnist
I love The Observer. It’s so easy 
to stay informed and feel like I’m 
making a difference in the local 
community. We’re also just a huge, 
weird family, one I always encour-
age others to join. The Observer has 
changed my life.
At the beginning of fall 2019, I 
chose a random practicum class be-
cause it was required for my profes-
sional and creative writing major. 
“Observer?” I thought. I had no 
idea a student newspaper existed, 
being a new transfer student. I se-
riously thought that this zero-pre-
requisites-necessary practicum class 
was some sort of TA position where 
I’d be observing a professor.
As someone who’s always en-
joyed and excelled at writing, it 
was a slap in the face when one of 
my peers told me my first Observer 
piece was a dreaded “fluff piece.” 
The Observer also humbled me 
to listen to those who have more ex-
perience than me, even if they were 
born in 2001. I strongly considered 
quitting after my peer’s comment, 
especially being placed as a sports 
reporter. Anyone who knows me 
sees how weirdly inappropriate of a 
fit that is.
But The Observer pushed me as 
a writer. I learned what people care 
to read about, and I learned how to 
say it in an engaging, accessible way. 
This will absolutely help me in my 
future position as a technical writer, 
and it has helped my writing skills as 
a whole, forever.
The Observer:
It’s encouraged 
to be nosy here
12 rapid-fire opinions
Bailey Tomlinson
News Editor, Columnist
The hubris of a Double Stuf 
Oreo is unmatched. Subverting the 
‘less is more’ ideology, it has double 
the cream filling in the middle than 
a regular oreo, and presumably that 
would be pleasant. 
There’s no such thing as too much 
of a good thing, no? Contrary to pop-
ular belief, the Double Stuf Oreo is 
the exception to this rule. The lack of 
balance between cream and cookie 
makes eating a Double Stuf Oreo a dis-
tressing experience. The overwhelm-
ing amount of cream upsets the sens-
es. Regular Oreos strike the balance 
between cookie and cream and are the 
superior snack experience.
Double Stuf 
Oreos are the 
height of hubris
Brix Tucker
Cat, Columnist
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Radio isn’t dying
Apollo Whyte
88.1 the ‘Burg DJ, Columnist
People think radio is a dying me-
dium.  People are wrong. Not only 
is radio alive and well, it’s thriving. 
A 2018 Nielsen survey found 
that radio was the widest reaching 
medium, reaching 92% of the U.S. 
population. Of course, radio com-
petes with online streaming ser-
vices like Spotify or Apple Music, 
but radio’s main function is not to 
provide music, it’s to provide local, 
relatable entertainment. Plus, any-
body that has a car can easily tune 
into the radio. Whether people 
have an aux cord or not, it’s expo-
nentially easier to turn your car on 
and go, leaving the radio tuned to 
their favorite station. 
So check out your local radio sta-
tions! Find a DJ and genre you like! 
Tune in to 88.1 the ‘Burg or check 
out the app!
And one final note: you what the 
real dying medium is? Newspaper
Mariah Valles
Orientation & Photo Editor, Columnist
Former Editor-in-Chief
Ah, yes. My final issue being part of The Ob-
server, which, if you don’t know, has been 75 
issues. I’m writing this to thank the newspaper 
for all it’s given me. I would not be the journalist 
I am without the opportunities I’ve been given 
through this publication. 
When I joined The Observer, I was shy, qui-
et and… flat out boring. Today, while some may 
say I never stop yelling (whatever), I am who I 
am because of this newspaper. This publication 
has instilled confidence, eagerness and dedica-
tion within me. 
There have been nights when I’ve been an-
gry, sad, probably too excited and overly pas-
sionate, but it’s always been with this team by 
my side. I knew that even my craziest of ideas, 
such as organizing a protest to support student 
press rights on campus in less than 24 hours, 
would be fully supported by the staff in less than 
a heartbeat and sure enough, it was. 
There are countless memories in Lind 115 (the 
newsroom) that I will cherish and take with me 
through life. Lessons learned, mistakes made, all 
of it. 
I love The Observer and can’t wait to send 
the Facebook page links to “The Rainbow Con-
nection” and have new staffers be confused as 
all hell. 
Thank you to 
The Observer
Abigail Duchow
Senior Reporter, Columnist
Recently protests have sparked 
from the death of an unarmed 
black man named George Floyd, 
who was killed by a police officer 
in Minnesota. Stemming from 
these protests, there have been in-
stances of rioting and looting. 
I’ve observed negative reac-
tions to the recent rioting, looting 
and protests, even the peaceful 
ones. People are especially react-
ing negatively to the rioting and 
looting. It seems to me that more 
people are mad about the riots that 
have taken place than the fact that 
human lives are taken near daily by 
law enforcement. According to the 
website Mapping Police Violence, 
there were only 27 days in 2019 
where police didn’t kill someone.
“Rioting and looting is not 
American,” I see people say.
I disagree. America is a country 
that was built on looting. When 
Europeans came to North Amer-
ica, they looted Native Americans 
of their lands, goods and lives. This 
happened while diseases that Eu-
ropeans brought to America killed 
roughly 90% of Native Americans. 
According to History.com, in 
1838 President Martin Van Buren 
sent 7,000 soldiers to remove Cher-
okee Natives from their homes. The 
troops forced the Cherokee into 
stockades while whites looted their 
homes. Then, they marched the Na-
tives more than 1,200 miles to Native 
Territory. It’s estimated that more 
than 5,000 Cherokee died as a result 
of the journey. By 1840, tens of thou-
sands of Native Americans had been 
driven off, and looted of, their land.
Americans looted African people 
out of Africa. Sure, in some instanc-
es they traded for them, but just be-
cause it’s been done before doesn’t 
mean that there can be a price put 
on human life. Africans were tak-
en unwillingly from their country 
to America to be slaves. They were 
looted from their homes and forced 
to do labor for free for Americans.
There are several times through-
out history that riots have worked. 
The Stamp Act Riots included loot-
ing and set the stage for a larger re-
bellion that led to revolution. The 
Stonewall Riots were a catalyst for 
demanding LGBTQ rights. The Kent 
State riots against the Vietnam War 
led to President Richard Nixon with-
drawing troops from Cambodia.
So, next time you start to write 
“this isn’t American” about a protest, 
riot, or looting, sit back and think.
This is the foundation of the 
United States of America.
America was 
built on looting 
and riots Teagan Kimbro
Graphic Design Lead, Columnist
It is a Tuesday evening. You 
want to relax, take a load off. 
You open Netflix. Ah yes, “Bee 
Movie.” You decided to take a 
walk down memory lane. 23 
minutes and 12 seconds into the 
film Barry B. Benson asks, “You 
like jazz?” You scoff, roll your 
eyes, and under your breath 
you utter the most wretched 
combination of words, “No I do 
not like jazz, Barry.” In that ex-
act moment, you have revealed 
yourself for the true heartless, 
emotionless being you are. 
Jazz, simply put, is silly. 
Downright silliness. It is some-
what lawless, playful and made 
to express the fleeting, sponta-
neous nature of each moment. 
Every note is a new corner 
rounded, composing a larger 
narrative right in front of one’s 
eyes. Silliness, in this context, 
has a much deeper range. The 
spontaneity of each moment 
means the notes reflect the true 
feelings of the artists at the 
time, whether that be deep pain, 
heartache, joy, confusion. Jazz 
is full of life and expression. If 
you don’t enjoy it, perhaps you 
aren’t emotionally available to 
understand the true reflection 
of humanity in jazz, unable to 
see it in yourself. 
Next time Mr. Benson asks if 
you like jazz, take a good hard look 
at yourself. Do you like jazz?
If you dont like jazz 
you’re a psychopath 
12 rapid-fire opinions
to tide you over for the summer
14 June 3, 2020
Editor Austin Lane 
cwuobserver@gmail.com
Sports
cwuobserver.com
Gaudino outlines changes to campus
Mitchell Roland
Senior Reporter
While COVID-19 will likely remain for 
the near future, campus is being prepped and 
classes are being planned for students to re-
turn for fall quarter.
In an email to campus, CWU President 
James L. Gaudino announced on May 26 
that the current plan is for in-person classes 
to resume for fall quarter. While the plan is 
for students to return, it will remain flexible 
and could be adjusted depending on differ-
ent circumstances.
In this plan classes will begin earlier and 
end early then they typically do. The first day 
of class will now be Sept. 9, and the last day 
will be Nov. 24. In his announcement email, 
Gaudino said this is to ensure students don’t 
have to leave campus and then return after 
Thanksgiving break.
In the fall, CWU will offer four different 
types of classes: Traditional, where students 
will be in a classroom with extra precautions 
taken; Hybrid, where class time will be split 
between the classroom and online; synchro-
nous online, where students will login on 
at the same time and interact with the pro-
fessor and each other at the same time; and 
asynchronous online, where students com-
plete their work at their own leisure, with 
no set time for class. The types of classes 
offered will depend heavily on the subject 
matter of the course.
Gaudino said when he first proposed this 
plan to the board of trustees, he anticipated a 
split of roughly 50% of classes online and 50% 
holding some sort of in person component.
Changes are being made to campus so 
that students remain safe in the fall.
Tables are being moved in the SURC 
and inside the dining halls to ensure that 
students are six feet apart when eating. Aca-
demic and other buildings on campus will be 
deep cleaned constantly to limit the spread 
of germs. Clubs or organizations who meet 
have to ensure that their members maintain 
distance throughout the event.
While the rooms in residence halls con-
form to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines, with beds over six feet 
apart from each other, the common areas will 
have to be adjusted to ensure students remain 
distanced. There will also be signs throughout 
campus reminding people to wear a mask and 
to remain a safe distance from other people.
There are also no plans for larger gather-
ings on campus in the fall. Events like fresh-
man convocation will not take place, as it is 
not possible to hold the ceremony while re-
maining under phase three’s gathering limit 
of 50 people or less.
“We’re basically balancing the educational 
expectations that we believe that define Cen-
tral with the safety of our students, faculty and 
staff,” Gaudino said.
While the plan is for Kittitas County to 
be in phase three by the time classes begin, 
the likelihood of a fall commencement for 
the class of 2021 remains low. Gaudino said 
with how many people attend the ceremo-
ny, the only way they could proceed with a 
full in person commencement in the fall is if 
Kittitas County is in phase four in October 
or November.
“It’s literally thousands of people that 
come to Ellensburg graduation, and proba-
bly a thousand or more that come to the west 
side graduation,” Gaudino said. “There’s no 
way we can do that face-to-face under the 
current conditions.”
When classes resume, students will notice 
the differences on campus.
“It may feel normal after a while, but it 
won’t feel normal in the sense of what it was 
like before the pandemic for a while,” Gaud-
ino said.
Gaudino said it is tough to know exactly 
how many students will return to campus 
in the fall, as only a third of students at the 
Ellensburg campus live in campus housing. 
However, there is anecdotal evidence stu-
dents will return, as Gaudino has heard from 
landlords that students are signing apart-
ment and housing leases for the upcoming 
school year.
“There are indications that a significant 
number of students are planning to come 
back to Ellensburg,” Gaudino said.
In addition to the Ellensburg campus, 
CWU operates seven learning centers in 
six other counties across the western and 
central part of the state. Those centers will 
also be under the rules and regulations of 
their host community college, as well as 
the rules from CWU. For example, the Des 
Moines, Washington center is located on 
the campus of Highline College and will be 
required to follow Highline’s guidelines in 
addition to CWU’s.
Gaudino said the belief is that every coun-
ty where CWU operates a learning center 
will be in phase two by the time classes begin 
in the fall, with many in phase three.
While the plan is for students to return, it 
is still not guaranteed.
Gaudino said the overall plan will have 
to remain flexible for two reasons. First, de-
pending on how many people are infected 
with COVID-19, there could be additional 
restrictions or a relaxation of the plan. This 
means that if the infection rate were to go up, 
the possibility remains of the classes being 
conducted exclusively online.
CWU is also still subject to state and 
county regulations. While the plan for fall 
includes Kittitas County being in phase 
three of the phased reopening plan when 
classes resume, there is no guarantee that it 
will come to fruition. And while the campus 
can place more restrictions, they are unable 
to be less restrictive.
The return to in person classes was a long 
process, Gaudino said.
There were three different groups work-
ing independently on plans for CWU. One 
group was tasked with thinking about what 
was best for CWU specifically. One group 
looked at what the other universities in the 
state are doing. And one group talked with 
medical experts, including epidemiologists 
and neurologists.
The groups then combined their ideas 
and created the plan that was announced for 
fall quarter.
“All of it fell within the recommendations 
of the medical and scientific experts,” Gaudi-
no said.
Gaudino said the plan that CWU created 
is similar to what the five other public univer-
sities in the state are doing in the fall.
When a vaccine is developed for the vi-
rus, students would not be required to get 
vaccinated in order to return to campus. 
Gaudino said like with a flu vaccine, as long as 
a majority of students get vaccinated, people 
will develop herd immunity to the virus and 
risk of a widespread outbreak of COVID-19 
will be drastically reduced.
If a student or a staff or faculty member 
starts to develop symptoms of COVID-19, 
Gaudino said it is critical for them to get test-
ed and self-isolate.
“It’s going to require us to all kind of band 
together and think about the other person’s 
safety as our own safety,” Gaudino said. 
“That’s the key.”
While CWU has only announced plans 
for fall quarter, the early ending to the quarter 
allows the school the flexibility to adjust the 
plan going forward. Gaudino said he antici-
pates three possible outcomes for the status of 
campus in winter 2021.
First, another outbreak of the virus could 
begin, and the longer break would allow for 
more time to prepare for all classes to be on-
line, similar to this quarter. If the virus sub-
sides, the extended break would allow the 
campus to prepare to be fully reopened for 
the quarter. And if conditions stay the same 
as fall 2020, then the break would be used to 
deep clean the campus.
“The extra time during the winter break 
is really the time for the university to adjust 
to the conditions that are present at that mo-
ment,” Gaudino said.
Throughout fall quarter, and likely into 
winter quarter, students will be “pestered” 
with information reminding them of the im-
portance of maintaining safety precautions.
“If you see me on campus, you’ll see me 
in a mask. And you’ll want to hold your hand 
up and say ‘I get it, I get it. I’ll wear my mask 
and don’t get within six feet,’” Gaudino said. 
“Because that’s going to be the message of 
the quarter.”
Takashi De Leon/The Observer
The main walkways through campus, usually occupied by students, were empty all quarter due to the campus shutdown caused by COVID-19. Most buildings were closed as well.
Opinion: The Match II: Champions for Charity brought competition, trash 
talking and fundraising to a whole new level
Holly Hunter
Staff Reporter
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Fall sports coaches hoping season can still happen
As spring quarter comes to an end and 
summer time rolls around, the next ques-
tion that everyone is waiting to be an-
swered is if there will be fall sports or not. 
CWU President James Gaudino sent 
out a mass email May 26 titled, “Fall 2020 
Plans.” The email began with Gaudino say-
ing he was “pleased to announce that CWU 
is finalizing plans to invite students to cam-
pus for the fall 2020 quarter.”
The email stated students will have 
the option to take classes online due to 
safety reasons. 
Some fall sports coaches are hoping this 
means they will be able to have a season. 
“I’m very hopeful of having the season,” 
football head coach Chris Fisk said. “The 
plan as of right now is that we will have a 
football season.”
Fisk said the decision process takes 
some time because a lot of people have to 
approve whether it is possible the season 
can be played. From the state level, the gov-
ernor has to make the decision to reopen 
the state, then it moves down to Gaudino 
from there.  
“Ellensburg is in the process of moving 
to phase two of the reopening process by 
Governor Inslee,” Fisk said. “That’s a posi-
tive step moving forward and a win for us.”
According to www.governor.wa.gov, 
phase two of the process of reopening the 
state says individuals are allowed to gather 
with no more than five people outside of their 
households. Essen-
tial travel and limited 
nonessential travel 
are permissible. 
“There will 
most likely be some 
changes and restric-
tions to the way we 
would normally 
function. We will 
just have to adjust 
according,” Fisk 
said. “Division II 
across the board, 
has decided to lose 
one game from the 
season. That’s one 
restriction we have 
to live with.”
Volleyball head 
coach Mario An-
daya said CWU’s 
start date is usually 
Aug. 15, but that 
will most likely not 
happen, along with 
the season being 
shortened as well. 
“As of right 
now, I do not know of any other current 
updates on the fall season,” Andaya said. “A 
lot of decisions are still up in the air.”
According to ESPN, only a handful of 
schools have a set day they will be reopening 
the campus to their student athletes. Schools 
like Clemson University, Louisville Uni-
versity, Illinois University, Oklahoma Uni-
versity and The Ohio State University have 
decided to do so anytime between June 8 and 
July 1. Every other school in the country is 
still to be determined. 
ESPN also mentioned schools that are 
reopening to student athletes will have 
to undergo a physical, including both 
COVID-19 and antibody tests, before being 
cleared for workouts. This is so no viruses 
are spread in the facilities. Student athletes 
will also have to complete a daily screening 
before entering facilities as well. 
According to both Fisk and Andaya, 
CWU sports will be deciding on the up-
coming fall sports season as soon as other 
states start to reopen.
Graphic by Riel Hanson
Two of golf’s greats and arguably two 
of the best quarterbacks of all time faced 
off May 24 on a rainy Florida golf course 
to raise money for COVID-19 relief. The 
Match II: Champions for Charity featured 
the team of Tom Brady and Phil Mickel-
son going against the team of Tiger Woods 
and Peyton Manning. Team Manning and 
Woods won the round, but everyone was 
winners because of the amount of money 
raised during this sporting event. 
Each of the four players donated $2.5 
million to start the total pot off at $10 mil-
lion. By the end of 18 holes, an additional 
$10 million was raised bringing the total 
donations to $20 million. The money will 
go to various charities and organizations 
for COVID-19 relief. 
The course featured seven challenge 
course holes that helped raise extra money 
and also provided competition for the teams.
The third hole was a challenge for the 
pros (Mickelson and Woods). Whichever 
golfer hit the longest drive raised $250,000 
for their charity. The same idea was used 
on the 15th hole but for the quarterbacks. 
Woods won the challenge on the third hole 
and Brady won the challenge on hole 15 for 
the amateurs. 
The fourth and 12th holes challenged 
each golfer to try and get their ball closest 
to the hole. Woods won this challenge by 
getting about eight feet away from the hole. 
This won him $125,000 to donate to the 
charity of his choice. Mickelson won the 
closest to the pin challenge on the 12th hole. 
The eighth and 16th holes provided 
a bigger challenge with a bigger reward 
for the golfers. If any of the players got a 
hole in one on either of these holes, Mi-
chelob Ultra would donate $25 million to 
COVID-19 relief. None of the golfers got a 
hole in one on these two holes, but money 
was still donated. Russell Wilson came on 
air offering to donate 100,000 meals per 
player who could make a shot within 12 
feet of the hole. The only player who didn’t 
make it within that distance was Woods. 
On the fifth hole, all of the golfers had 
to pick one club to use the entire hole. The 
team that won the hole using only one club 
got a $250,000 donation from Capital One. 
All of the golfers had trouble hitting the 
ball right on this hole. The fifth hole ended 
up being split by both teams. 
The Match ll had very impressive rat-
ings. According to CNN, it’s the most 
watched golf match in the history of cable 
TV. The average number of viewers for 
Sunday’s match was 5.8 million, with a 
peak of 6.3 million viewers. 
Even though this event was for a big-
ger purpose other than to get live sports 
on viewers TVs again, the players had fun 
with each other while being locked in on 
the competition. 
During a rain delay on a rather soggy 
day when it came time for the players to 
hit practice shots, there was no shortage of 
trash talk between the players. 
Manning didn’t hold anything back 
here. He was asked who he thought Brady’s 
caddy would be if they were allowed to 
have them.
“It’s hard to get to him,” Manning said 
on the TNT broadcast. “Do you bring Eli 
[Manning]? Could do that. Do you bring 
Nick Foles? Maybe. I was thinking maybe 
[Bill] Belichick. Have Bill Belichick caddy 
for me, and just to see how that kind of, 
would have worked.”
Eli Manning and Foles are the two 
quarterbacks Brady has lost to in Super 
Bowls. Bellechick is Brady’s former coach. 
Peyton Manning tried to get in Brady’s 
head by having the idea of these players and 
coach be involved in the competition. 
The pro golfers had some trash talking 
of their own too. Mickelson said he brought 
back a putter he hasn’t used since 2012. He 
calls this club the “Tiger Slayer.” Mickelson 
last used this club when he beat Woods by 
11 shots at the ATT Pro Am back in 2012. 
The Tiger Slayer wasn’t able to help Mick-
elson beat Woods this time around though. 
The trash talking didn’t end with the 
players though. A lot of athletes took to 
social media to express their words for the 
players who participated on Sunday. 
“Tom has to be a couple seconds away 
from a club toss here,” defensive end JJ 
Watt said in a tweet. 
Brady did not get off to a hot start, and 
according to Watt his frustrations seemed 
pretty clear. 
Ryan Koenigsberg, a Denner Broncos 
columnist, took to twitter to get in on the 
Brady trash talking too. 
“Tom is almost taking more of a beating 
than the last time his team faced Peyton’s 
team…almost,” Koenigsberg said. 
The last time Brady and Manning faced 
off was in the 2015 AFC Championship 
game where the Broncos beat the Patriots. 
The Broncos went on to beat the Carolina 
Panthers in the Super Bowl that year. 
At the end of the day, The Match II: 
Champions for Charity raised money for 
people in need during the COVID-19 out-
break, and Woods said in an interview that 
that’s what matters most. 
“It’s great, the fact that we all came to-
gether and we were able to raise $20 mil-
lion for those that have been so severely 
affected,” Woods said. “This is our arena. 
This is what we do.”
Rey Green
Staff Reporter
Kyle Wilkinson/The Observer
Junior Eric Wilkes finished with one touchdown in 2019. His senior year of football is still up in the air.
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DOTS!
EACH PLAYER TAKES A TURN TO DRAW 
A LINE THAT JOINS TWO DOTS, EITHER 
HORIZONTALLY OR VERTICALLY. THE 
DOTS MUST BE NEXT TO EACH OTHER. 
WHEN A PLAYER COMPLETES A BOX, 
THEY WRITE THEIR INITIALS IN THE 
BOX.
WHEN THE WHOLE GRID IS FILLED 
WITH BOXES, COUNT TO SEE WHO 
HAS THE MOST AND DECLARE THEM 
THE WINNER. 
SUDOKU!
3 8 9
4 6 1 8
2 4 5 6
4 1 3
5 9 8
6 3
8 4 2
5 2 4 7 3
